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WHEN IT COMES TO ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP AND 
SUSTAINABLE OPERATIONS –
THE 

“�This event marks a historic moment, because we can see now how 
a whole industry is taking up the environmental challenges together, 
and developing solutions to take us into the future.” 

Bernd Aufderheide, President and CEO Hamburg Messe und Congress

gmec 2010 demonstrated the maritime industry’s focused commitment 
to ensuring a clean and green future. It showed the crucial role played 
by technology and just how far the industry has come in embracing 
what is effectively a new philosophy. However, to enhance the shipping 
industry’s position as a strong leader in environmental protection, it is 
clear that there is much to be improved. 

There are external pressures that dictate that the industry cannot 
afford to rest on its laurels:

• consumers are demanding greener services 

• �accidents will continue to occur and authorities will always respond 
to incidents by tightening regulation

• �green growth involves restructuring and innovation – but at the same 
time this creates new business opportunities.

The success of the premiere ensures that gmec will be a regular 
fixture in the maritime industry schedule. It will serve to facilitate new 
collaborations and set new benchmarks that look to the future. It will 
pool the technology, know-how and confidence in the industry to meet 
the challenges. 

The danger to our oceans and the fragility of life on the planet is real. 
It is the maritme industry’s responsibility to ensure that this vessel on 
which we reside remains a healthy, clean and sustainable home for all 
who voyage on her. 

We look forward to seeing you in Hamburg at gmec 2012.
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gmec 2010 – testimonials
“�gmec was an excellent platform, with the key representatives 
of the maritime industry present. It addressed a whole range of 
different subjects. This conference was extremely important 
for the development of sustainable shipping – not least 
because it advances green thinking within the industry. We 
want the maritime industry to take on a leading role here.”

Dr Simon Walmsley, Head of the Shipping & Maritime 
Governance Programme at WWF International, Surrey (UK)

“�The conference was a very good opportunity to promote green 
shipping, to make presentations to the public, and to exchange 
ideas on know-how with the other participants. The panels 
were full of really expert speakers.”

Masahiro Samitsu, Corporate Officer and General Manager of 
the Environment Group, NYK Line, Tokyo

“�Of course we had meetings in the past, in smaller groups. 
But the gmec framework is unique. It shows that the industry 
is working with great sensitivity and a positive spirit on 
’sustainable shipping‘. That is also a signal which is going out 
from the conference. The expertise of participants at gmec was 
very high. An outstanding feature was the close relationship 
with SMM, as a joint venture between ship builders and 
marine equipment suppliers.” 

Bernard Meyer, Managing Partner, Meyer Werft, Papenburg

“�50 years ago, nobody even thought about what would be happening 50 years on. But now the 
time has come to think about the future. What we decide to do or not to do now will have an 
impact on the future of the oceans and the habitability of our planet. I am confident that this 
conference has brought together the different interests of industry and the environment. 
Because it really had the goal of anticipating problems before they get too big to solve.”

Dr Sylvia Earle, Explorer-in-Residence, National Geographic Society, San Francisco
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