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“This event marks a historic moment, because we can see now how
a whole industry is taking up the environmental challenges together,
and developing solutions to take us into the future.”

Bernd Aufderheide, President and CEO Hamburg Messe und Congress

gmec 2010 demonstrated the maritime industry’s focused commitment
to ensuring a clean and green future. It showed the crucial role played
by technology and just how far the industry has come in embracing
what is effectively a new philosophy. However, to enhance the shipping
industry’s position as a strong leader in environmental protection, it is
clear that there is much to be improved.

There are external pressures that dictate that the industry cannot
afford to rest on its laurels:

« consumers are demanding greener services

« accidents will continue to occur and authorities will always respond
to incidents by tightening regulation

* green growth involves restructuring and innovation — but at the same
time this creates new business opportunities.

The success of the premiere ensures that gmec will be a regular
fixture in the maritime industry schedule. It will serve to facilitate new
collaborations and set new benchmarks that look to the future. It will
pool the technology, know-how and confidence in the industry to meet
the challenges.

The danger to our oceans and the fragility of life on the planet is real.
It is the maritme industry’s responsibility to ensure that this vessel on
which we reside remains a healthy, clean and sustainable home for all
who voyage on her.

We look forward to seeing you in Hamburg at gmec 2012.

gmec-hamburg.com
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